CITY OF BETHLEHEM

Department of Community and Economic Development 


Interoffice Memo

TO:

Eric Evans, City Council President
FROM:
Darlene L. Heller, Director of Planning and Zoning 

RE:

Zoning Hearing Board Appeal Fees

Section 1324.03, Fees, of the pending new Zoning Ordinance does not specifically list filing fees, but refers to a “fee schedule enacted by City Council, which was adopted by Resolution and which may be revised from time to time.”

Attached is a draft of a resolution outlining an updated fee schedule for city council’s review and consideration.  The resolution includes zoning appeals, continuances, additional hearings, curative amendments/validity challenges and zoning certifications.  We also attached a basic chart for a quick comparison of fees in other nearby communities.
We would like to schedule the fees for review and consideration so that they can be acted upon simultaneously with the action on the new Zoning Ordinance.  

Please contact me if you have any questions.  
CC:
City Council Members

J. Kelly


Mayor Callahan


C. Spadoni


S. Borzak


T. Samuelson


City Clerk

DATE:
  

















Darlene L. Heller, AICP
Director of Planning and Zoning

RESOLUTION NO. ______________

WHEREAS, the City of Bethlehem, by Ordinance No. ______, has adopted the City of Bethlehem Zoning Ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, the Pennsylvania Municipal Planning Code allows for the adoption of reasonable costs for administration of its Zoning Ordinance regulations based upon a schedule established by Resolution.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Bethlehem that the following be adopted as the fee structure related to Zoning Ordinance Article 1324, Section 1324.03, Fees, heard before the City Zoning Hearing Board:

1) Appeals for dimensional variances for existing single family residences occupied by the owner -- $250.00

2) Continuation of  hearings as stipulated in 1, above -----$100.00

3) All other appeals 
$500.00

4) Continuation of appeal as stipulated in 3, above -------$200.00

5) Additional hearings necessary for testimony.  If a case is lengthy and requires an additional hearing(s), the Applicant shall pay an additional $200.00 per additional hearing.

6) Curative Amendment/Validity Challenge ------- $5,000.00

7) Zoning Certifications ---------$50.00

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the City of Bethlehem hereby approves of the above-referenced fee schedule.





Sponsored by 
/s/ _________________







/s/ ________________

ADOPTED by Council this ____ day of __________________, 2012.







/s/ _________________







President of Council

ATTEST:

/s/ Cynthia H. Biedenkopf

City Clerk

Comparison of Fees

	
	Residential
	Other
	Continuance
	Time ext fee

	Lower Macungie
	350
	500
	100
	50

	Bethlehem Twp
	500
	500
	
	

	Palmer Twp
	250
	500
	75 R

150 C
	

	Allentown
	140
	450
	140 R

300 C
	

	Hellertown
	500
	500
	
	

	Salisbury Twp
	150/400

200/400
	600

700
	50
	

	AVERAGE
	300
	535
	120
	50
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